The discussions and the comprehensive reference list provide a good introduction to current work on the auto-immune field.
Smoking: Its Influence on the Individual and its Role in Social Medicine by C van Proosdij pp viii+319 57s 6d Amsterdam, &c.: Elsevier 1960 This remarkable book, an expansion of Dr van Proosdij's MD thesis, deals with every aspect of the tobacco-smoking habit. The author's disapproval of smoking never leads him to bias his interpretation of the literature which he critically reviews and he does not harangue the reader. He writes with dignified scholarship and not without refreshing humour. Dr van Proosdij displays most confidence and erudition when dealing with the historical and psycho-social aspects of smoking and in his scrupulously fair discussion of the mass of work on lung cancer. The chemistry and pharmacology of tobacco smoke and condensates deserve much more detailed treatment than they are given and the author seems to be a little unsure of himself in the more clinical chapters. The advantages of the use of tobacco are discussed and it is convincingly shown to be preferable to many other drugs of addiction in common use. The bibliography is excellent but the reader is referred to it by an irritating and seemingly unnecessary system in addition to the common convention. The book is well produced and the indexing is admirable.
In the concluding chapters Dr van Proosdij shows himself to be no crank; he has no fancy remedies for our ills and proposes no prohibition. He advocates correction of the social ills which produce the tension from which the smoker seeks release, and the education of the people concerning the dangers of the habit.
The Transplantation of Tissues and Organs by Michael F A Woodruff MD MS FRCS FRCSE FRACS pp xxxiii+777 illustrated £10 4s
Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1960 In the preface Professor Woodruff states that it was his intention to give a synoptic view of the whole field of tissue and organ transplantation. That he has succeeded is made amply clear in the pages of this admirable work. He begins logically by defining the terms used in the field of transplantation and goes on to discuss the technical principles involved in tissue and organ transplantation. Further chapters deal in considerable detail with autotransplants, homotransplants, homograft immunity and the various factors which may influence the behaviour of homotransplants. These sections, with additional chapters on heterotransplants, the storage and sterilization of tissues and research methods, complete the first third of his work. This section, taken as a whole, forms a well-written and balanced statement of the fundamental problems of the subject. The remaining 400 pages are devoted to the practical application of the various techniques and, for example, skin grafting, muscle and nerve transplant, bone grafting and the transplantation of blood vessels are among the many aspects considered. Perhaps slight criticism can be levelled at the very completeness of these sections and it would seem unnecessary, although strictly within the terms of reference, to include the technical details of gastro-intestinal and other surgical procedures. There is an excellent bibliography and the standard of illustration is high. This is an outstanding work of highly topical interest.
Clinical Psychiatry by W Mayer-Gross MD(Heidelberg) FRCP(Lond) Eliot Slater MA MD(Camb) FRCP(LOnd) DPM and Martin Roth MD(LOnd) FRCP(LOnd) DPM 2nded ppxx+704 illustrated 63s London: Cassell 1960 There can be little doubt that this large work, now appearing in its second edition, has found a permanent place in psychiatric literature. Its peculiar excellence lies in the clear masterly accounts of symptomatology and of psychiatric syndromes. No comparable work by British authors of such comprehensiveness had previously existed, and the success of the first edition, which appeared in 1954, was richly deserved. As an introduction to descriptive psychiatry it has become basic reading to every psychiatrist in training, and is a source of reference for students and teachers alike. The second edition maintains this high standard. Extensive changes have been made in the introduction, and in chapters on chemical intoxications, epilepsies and legal and administrative procedures.
The theoretical standpoint of the authors, which they repeatedly emphasize, is that a science of psychiatry must rest upon a classical medical approach to the subject with the expectation that enlightenment will follow from a study of neurophysiology, genetics and cerebral pathology. This leads them to what many will consider an extreme disregard for the great variety of dynamic hypotheses about human behaviour, both normal and abnormal. Psychoanalysis, of which the authors, in the first edition, gave a hostile critique, is in this edition largely disregarded -'the discussion being curtailed to a length more appropriate to its importance'. In its place a fuller account of social
